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Cockroach

blades or spikes, bound to the shank. Cock fighting was popular in France, Belgium, and Russia during the same period. In Russia, a kind of quail was often used, and the gambling was on a more extensive scale than in any other country. In Asia cock fighting is still widely pursued, especially among the Chinese, Siamese, and Malays. It is illegal in the United States, but is still carried on secretly. It is also a favorite pastime in the South American states and the Philippines, where the law does not forbid the practice.

Cockie-leekie, is in Scotland a kind of soup made of a fowl boiled with leeks.

Cock Lane Ghost, an imposture that in 1762-3 agitated all London, even Dr. Johnson sharing in the commotion. In a house in Cock Lane, Smithfield, unaccountable noises were heard, and in conjunction therewith a ghost was by a number of persons declared to have been seen. The noises were at last traced to a little daughter of Parsons, the occupier of the house, who produced the sounds on a small board she had in bed concealed under her stays.

Cockle,  a weed.   See Corn Cockle.

Shell of Cockle.

Cockle (Cardium), a large genus of bivalve molluscs (Lamel-libranchs) related to the American juohog, many of which are edible, and in Europe have considerable commercial value. The thick, ribbed, heart-shaped, equal-valved shell, and the large knee-bent 'foot' are characteristic. The shell is closed by two muscles; the hinge has large teeth; there are two minute respiratory siphons. The common cockle is Cardium edule, which is widely distributed over Europe, and inhabits sandy bays near low-tide mark. It is much used as food and bait. Other British species are also eaten.

Cocklebur, or Clotbur, is a coarse annual weed, a species of Xanthium, belonging to the Compositae family. The plant is low and branching, and is distributed widely in almost every part of the temperate zone. X. canadense, X. commune, X, speciosum, and

A", echinatum are the distinct American species ; while X. spinoswn and X. strumarium, though found in the United States, are indigenous to the Old World. The weed is regarded as a pest, especially to the sheep-growing industry, as the hooked, spiny burrs cling to the wool, and injure its value.

Cockney, a contemptuous name for a person born with the sound of Bow Bells, London, hence a 'Londoner.' Minsheu explains 'cockney' as incock (incoctus), 'unripe in country affairs.' In Shakespeare a cockney means one versed only in town manners. Dr. Murray traces the word to cocken-ey, cock's egg, 'nestle-cock,' 'an effeminate fellow,' 'a milksop.'

Cock of the Rock (Rupicola), a genus of South American Passerine birds in the family of Cotingidas or Chatterers. The feathers are highly valued by the natives of South America. The males go successively through an elaborate dance before an assembly of other males and females in special clearings in the forest.

Cock of the Woods, another name for the woodgrouse, capercailzie, or capercaillie.

Cockpit, in former sailing men-of-war a place situated near the after hatchway, under the lower gun deck. It was contiguous to the berths of the surgeon and his mates, and was the place where the wounded in action were placed. The word is also used for the ring in which cock fighting takes place; for the entrance way to a yacht cabin lower than the deck, and for the open spaces of an airplane in which pilot and passengers sit.

Cockran, (William) Bourke (1854-1923), American political leader and lawyer, was born in Ireland, and was educated then and in France. He went to the United Stat in 1871. Devoting himself to politics, he bo-came prominent as a Tammany Democrat, attracting especial attention as a campaign orator. In 1891-5 he was a Member of Congress; in 1896 he became an advocate of the gold standard, and supported McKinley; but in 1900 he returned to the Democratic Party, and campaigned for W. J. Bryan.

Cockroach, any one of several species of insects of the orthopterous family Blattidae. Cockroaches are among the most ancient and widespread of insects, and in every civil* ized country certain species have become a pest. The principal species are: i. Blatta germanica, or Ecotobia germanica, the common brown cockroach of the United States, where it is known as the Croton bus. It is of